PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SUMMARY
In 2002, the Town of Dresden completed a six year effort to update the pre-existing comprehensive
plan. The document was summited to the State Planning Office and accepted. In February of 2003, the
approved Comprehensive Plan was presented to the public at a special Town Meeting to allow for
discussion and a vote to adopt or reject the plan. It was overwhelmingly rejected for, among other
things, seeming to be too restrictive and too confusing. Many felt the Comprehensive Plan had not been
communicated properly to the public. A “rejection survey” was sent out to all residents via USPS to
gain insight into why the plan had been rejected. Following are the results:

At the annual Town Meeting held in June of 2011, it was announced that a new Comprehensive
Planning Committee was going to be established, and would be made up of at least one person from
each of the following groups:





Selectboard
Business
Public service
Planning board

Public participation was not only welcome, but encouraged and that updates could be followed in the
Lincoln County Newspaper as well as the monthly Dresden Communicator. The Dresden
Comprehensive Planning Committee (DCPC) would meet on a monthly bases with minutes of each
meeting recorded.
The new Comprehensive Planning Committee was established in October of 2011. The first task was to
study the results of why the plan of 2003 failed and then create a new survey to incorporate public
opinion into the new document. The Comprehensive Plan Public Opinion Survey was sent to the
residents via USPS in February 2012. The results are as follows:

A public forum was held in January of 2014 to present and explain to the public what had been
accomplished to date. It was also an opportunity to gather feed-back for future work on the “plan”.
Notice of this meeting was posted local papers as well as a mailer sent to each address via USPS.
An update on the progress of the DCPC has been included in each of the Annual Town Reports.

